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PREFACE TO THE FINAL EIR 
In compliance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15132, this document serves as the 
Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR) for the proposed California State Polytechnic University, Humboldt (Cal 
Poly Humboldt) Student Housing Project (project) (State Clearinghouse [SCH] No.2022030008). This Final EIR has 
been prepared under the direction of the California State University (CSU) Board of Trustees (Trustees), acting as lead 
agency, in accordance with the requirements of CEQA (Public Resources Code [PRC] Section 21000 et seq.) and the 
State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15000 et seq.). In accordance with 
Sections 15087 and 15105 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the Draft EIR was circulated for public review and comment 
for a period of 45 days, from October 20, 2022, through December 5, 2022. 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15132 requires that the Final EIR consist of the following components: 

1. the Draft EIR or a revision of the draft; 

2. comments and recommendations received on the Draft EIR either verbatim or in summary; 

3. a list of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft EIR; 

4. the responses of the lead agency to significant environmental points raised in the review and consultation 
process; and 

5. any other information added by the lead agency. 

This Final EIR contains the public comments received on the Draft EIR for the project, as well as all written responses 
to those comments. A list of the persons, organizations, and public agencies that commented on the Draft EIR is 
provided in the “Comments and Responses to Comments” chapter of this document. In addition, the “Comments and 
Responses to Comments” chapter documents the revisions to the Draft EIR, with additions shown in underline 
(underline) and deletions shown in strikethrough (strikethrough). Those revisions have been incorporated into this 
clean version of the Final EIR. 

INTRODUCTION 
This preface, which serves as an introduction to the Final EIR, provides a summary of the public review process, an 
overview of the Final EIR contents, and a summary of the changes made to the Draft EIR text in response to 
comments and community input received during the public comment period. 

Public Review Process 
The Trustees, acting as lead agency, prepared the Draft EIR to inform decision makers and the public of the potential 
significant environmental effects associated with implementing the proposed project. The Draft EIR was circulated for 
public review and comment for a period of 45 days, from October 20, 2022, through December 5, 2022. A public notice 
of availability of the Draft EIR was published in a newspaper of general circulation and mailed to all organizations and 
individuals previously requesting notice. Cal Poly Humboldt provided copies of the complete Draft EIR with appendices 
to the State Clearinghouse, which, in turn, distributed the Draft EIR to all interested state agencies for review and 
comment. The Draft EIR, this Final EIR, and associated appendices were made available for review online at 
https://facilitymgmt.humboldt.edu/craftsman-student-housing. In addition, a virtual public meeting was held on 
November 15, 2022, at which time members of the public had the opportunity to provide verbal and written comments. 

Interested persons and organizations had the opportunity to submit their written comments on the Draft EIR during 
the public review period. Comment letters received on the Draft EIR, reproduced in their entirety, and responses to 
those comments are provided in the “Comments and Responses to Comments” chapter, which follows this preface.  

https://facilitymgmt.humboldt.edu/craftsman-student-housing
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Section 15088(c) of the State CEQA Guidelines specifies that the focus of the responses to comments shall be on the 
disposition of significant environmental issues. Responses are not required for comments regarding the merits of the 
project or on issues not related to potential physical environmental impacts or the Draft EIR’s analysis of such 
impacts. Comments on the merits of the project or other comments that do not raise environmental issues are 
nevertheless included in the record for consideration as part of the project approval process. The responses address 
environmental issues and indicate where issues raised do not pertain to environmental impacts or to the analysis or 
address the merits of the project. In the latter instance, no further response is provided. 

Although some of the comments have resulted in changes to the text of the Draft EIR, none of the changes constitute 
“significant new information,” which would require the Draft EIR’s recirculation. “Significant new information” is 
defined in Section 15088.5(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines as follows: 

(1)  A new significant environmental impact would result from the project or from a new mitigation measure 
proposed to be implemented. 

(2)  A substantial increase in the severity of an environmental impact would result unless mitigation measures are 
adopted that reduce the impact to a level of insignificance. 

(3)  A feasible project alternative or mitigation measure considerably different from others previously analyzed would 
clearly lessen the environmental impacts of the project, but the project’s proponents decline to adopt it. 

(4)  The Draft EIR was so fundamentally and basically inadequate and conclusory in nature that meaningful public 
review and comment were precluded. 

None of these circumstances has arisen from comments on the Draft EIR; therefore, recirculation is not required. 

As required by CEQA Section 21092.5 and State CEQA Guidelines Section 15088(b), at least 10 days before 
consideration of the Final EIR for certification, Cal Poly Humboldt provided a written proposed response (hard or 
electronic copy) to each public agency that submitted written comments on the Draft EIR.  

Overview of the Final EIR 
This Final EIR consists of the Draft EIR (October 2022) with a new chapter, “Comments and Responses to Comments,” 
which is inserted before the Executive Summary and includes the following components: 

 list of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft EIR; 

 comments received on the Draft EIR, verbatim;  

 responses from the lead agency to significant environmental points raised; and 

 text edits or additions made to the Draft EIR, with additions shown in underline (underline) and deletions shown 
in strikethrough (strikethrough). 

REVISIONS TO THE DRAFT EIR 
The following list summarizes the substantive changes made to the EIR since public review. All changes are 
incorporated into this clean version of the Final EIR, and are identified in the “Comments and Responses to 
Comments” chapter, with additions shown in underline (underline) and deletions shown in strikethrough 
(strikethrough). Where necessary, supporting materials that supplement these revisions have been included in 
updated appendices, as noted below. 

Executive Summary 
 Clarification to the wording of Mitigation Measure 3.11-1 to more explicitly apply to pedestrian and bicycle 

improvements. 
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Section 3.9, “Population and Housing” 
 Revision to clarify the role of the Humboldt County Association of Governments with respect to population 

projects. 

Section 3.10, “Public Services” 
 Revisions to prior information collected with respect to fire service provided to the region by Arcata Fire District.  

Section 3.11, “Transportation” 
 Clarification to the wording of Mitigation Measure 3.11-1 to more explicitly apply to pedestrian and bicycle 

improvements. 

Appendix G, “Draft EIR Comment Letters” 
 Reproduced and bracketed comment letters submitted on the Draft EIR. 

PROJECT DECISION PROCESS 
This Final EIR will be considered by the Trustees before a decision on whether to approve the project. If the Trustees 
decide to approve the project, they, as required by State CEQA Guidelines Section 15090, must first certify that the 
Final EIR was completed in compliance with CEQA’s requirements, was reviewed and considered by the Trustees, and 
reflects its independent judgment and analysis. The Trustees are then required to adopt findings of fact on the 
disposition of each significant environmental impact, as required by State CEQA Guidelines Section 15091. If 
significant and unavoidable impacts (those that cannot feasibly be mitigated to a less than significant level) would 
result from implementing the project, the project can still be approved, but the Trustees must issue a “statement of 
overriding considerations,” explaining in writing the specific economic, social, or other considerations that they 
believe, based on substantial evidence, make those significant effects acceptable (PRC Section 21002; State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15093). A mitigation monitoring and reporting program, which is required by State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15091(d) must be adopted by the Trustees in conjunction with any project approval.  
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